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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 10251 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SCUL SY US IT 

SUBJECT: RETURN OF ROMAN MOSAIC TO SYRIA 
REF: STATE 188549 

1. WE HAVE DISCUSSED REFTEL WITH RESPONSIBLE ITALIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OFFICIAL WHO REMARKED THAT THIS WAS FIRST MINISTRY HAD 
HEARD OF PROBLEM. HE SAID THAT BEFORE INSTRUCTING CARDILLI AS 
REQUESTED IN REFTEL, MINISTRY WOULD LIKE TO HAVE FULLER DETAILS 
ON MATTER, SPECIFICALLY SARG ATTITUDE TOWARD PAYING SHIPPING 
EXPENSES. 

2. OFFICIAL SUGGESTED THAT DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER 
FINDING SOME WAY OF PAYING FOR SHIPMENT OF MOSAIC AS GESTURE 
TOWARD IMPROVED US-SYRIAN RELATIONS. HE EXPRESSED PERSONAL 
VIEW THAT SINCE SARG INJURED PARTY, IT WOULD BE AT LEAST 
UNGRACIOUS TO REQUEST THAT IT PAY SHIPPONG CHARGES FOR ITS 
STOLEN PROPERTY. WE RESPONDED THAT WE WOULD REPORT OFFICIAL'S 
VIEWS TO DEPARTMENT. 

3. ONLY INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY ON STOLEN MOSAIC IS 
COPY OF JULY 3 LETTER FROM CARDILLI TO DJEREJIAN OF NEA/ARN. 
ENCLOSURE TO LETTER IS TRANSLATION OF SYRIAN NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
WHICH STATES THAT SYRIAN DG OF ANTIQUITIES REFUSED TO PAY 
SHIPPING OR INSURANCE EXPENSES FOR RETURN OF MOSAIC. PRIOR 

TO RECEIPT STATE REFTEL WE HAD NOT REPEAT NOT DISCUSSED MATTER 
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NOT REPORT PROBLEM TO ROME. 

4. EMBASSY'S EXPERIENCE WITH RETURNING STOLEN ITALIAN ART 
OBJECTS HAS BEEN THAT SHIPPING CHARGES HAVE BEEN PAID BY ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT, BUT PRIMARILY TO EXPEDITE RETURN SINCE IT APPEARS 
LIABILITY FOR RETURN COULD ACCRUE TO ORIGINAL IMPORTER OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY, ALTHOUGH THIS COULD REQUIRE LENGTHY COURT 
ACTION. 

5. WE BELIEVE FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL'S SUGGESTION THAT 
DEPARTMENT FIND SOME WAY OF PICKING UP SHIPPING TAB AS GOOD 
WILL GESTURE TOWARD SARG IS WORTH CONSIDERATION. WOULD ALSO 
APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER DETAILS ON MATTER AVAILABLE TO DEPARTMENT 
FOR INFORMATION OF FOREIGN MINISTRY. PLEASE ADVISE. VOLPE 
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